
FOUNDATIONS
of Comfort

“Horrendous” Basement Becomes Cozy Gathering Space
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n the outside, it was Brian and Diane MacDonald’s dream home. The 1940s brick bungalow
had charming “older home” curb appeal, a spacious lot and an address in a prestigious Toronto
neighborhood. On the inside, it was a 60-year-old home that didn’t match the couple’s 
contemporary taste and lifestyle. So the MacDonalds undertook a whole-home remodeling

project that gave them “a more contemporary and airy feel on the inside, while maintaining the home’s 
exterior look,” according to Brian.

The main floor was remodeled first. Walls were removed and large bay windows were installed to open up
the space. The kitchen was updated with stainless steel and stone and given an open layout more conducive
to the MacDonalds’ frequent entertaining. An extra bedroom 
was converted into a master bathroom where the couple can
unwind, rejuvenate and enjoy a view of the private backyard.

The next project was the basement – a cold, dark and damp 
place that the couple hoped to turn into a casual, comfortable 
family living space.

“The basement was horrendous,” Brian recalled. “In fact, a 
friend of mine in the building industry said it was the worst 
he’d ever seen. It hadn’t been touched in decades. It was raw,
cold and damp. The floor was revolting, with concrete and 
carpeting that had been exposed to moisture for years.”

The transition from horrendous basement to cozy retreat began with the installation of a DRIcore® subfloor.
DRIcore is a modular subfloor system that consists of lightweight, engineered wood panels bonded to a rigid
polyethylene sheet with molded-in dimples that raise the panels off the concrete and keep the finished floor
from coming into contact with the cold concrete.

Showing the Softer Side of Contemporary Style

With the problems of cold and damp solved, the MacDonalds proceeded to turn the lower level into the
cozy retreat they’d dreamed about. The newly finished space has the same open, contemporary décor as
the main floor, but with a slightly softer look that is inviting and comfortable. The steel staircase 
leading into the basement provides an open view of the room below. A neutral color palette gives the
room a clean, sleek appearance. The cork finished floor, with its marbleized pattern, has universally 
caught the attention of visitors. “Everybody loves the floor – the unique texture and look of the cork 
and the softer feel that the DRIcore provides,” Diane said.

Floor-to-ceiling cabinetry in a rich finish adds visual warmth while providing storage for linens, holiday
decorations and off-season clothing. A comfy leather couch and pair of recliners invite lingering.
A big-screen plasma television completes the entertainment area. By all accounts the room is living up to
the couple’s expectations. “Everybody seems to be comfortable and seems to be astonished by the floor,”
Brian said.

“The basement was
so dark and bare
before.  Everything
was cold and damp.
Now you can go
down there in bare
feet.” – Diane
MacDonald.
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Warm, Dry and Comfortable

The MacDonalds immediately noticed one of DRIcore’s biggest benefits – the way it helps to manage 
basement moisture. As is true with most older homes, the basement’s concrete floor is damp. Years 
earlier, carpeting had been glued directly to the concrete, trapping moisture and keeping the floor 
consistently damp. Once the old carpet was removed and DRIcore installed, air could then circulate in 
the space between the concrete and the subfloor to help evaporate moisture.

“Within two weeks, concrete that had been damp for 60 years was dry,” Brian said. “The dehumidifier
doesn’t run anymore, while before it ran constantly.”

Diane identified another of DRIcore’s benefits “The floor is ‘cushy.’ It doesn’t feel like you are walking 
on concrete.” Because DRIcore is a wood product, it has a subtle resilience that makes it more comfortable
for walking or standing.

The resilience also helps deaden the sound of footsteps. The basement in the couple’s previous home had 
a traditional wood subfloor built with 2”x 4”s and sheets of plywood. “When the kids ran across the floor,
you could hear the echo because there was nothing to absorb the vibration,” Diane said. “With DRIcore
you don’t have that echo.”

Also gone is the pervasive chill typical of concrete floors. The panels have an insulating value of R-1.7 
to R-2.0, which keeps the finished floor warmer than the concrete below – up to 3.2°C (6°F).

The MacDonalds have been so pleased with DRIcore’s performance that they plan to install it throughout
the remainder of the basement – a laundry room and bathroom. And, they’re planning to tackle 
the job themselves.

Installing DRIcore is a Snap

The ease of installing DRIcore has made a believer
of Daniel Jones, owner of Daniel’s Renovation
and Home Service, the contractor that completed
the MacDonalds’ basement. The MacDonald
project was Jones’ first experience using the 
subfloor system, and he was so impressed that 
he has since included it in two other projects.

“I would recommend it to anybody,” Jones said.
“It’s easy to work with. It snaps together easily.
It cuts beautifully with a table saw without
breaking apart.”

Because DRIcore is a floating subfloor system,
the 2’ x 2’ tongue-and-groove panels do not
require nailing or gluing, and in most cases
DRIcore does not require anchoring to the concrete.

It is a versatile subfloor that works with a variety
of finished floor materials, including vinyl, carpet,
laminates, engineered hardwood or the cork that
the MacDonalds chose.

The MacDonalds’ subfloor system took two days
to install – one day to prepare the concrete floor
with a self-leveling compound that reduced the
steep slope to the floor drain, and the second day
to install the DRIcore subfloor. Installing the
DRIcore took less than half the time required 
for a traditional subfloor.

Because the cork finished floor was also designed
to be a floating floor, the pieces were simply
snapped together and laid directly on top of
the DRIcore.

The first step in the MacDonalds’ basement remodel
was scraping a moldy old carpet off the concrete
floor.  Next, a DRIcore subfloor was installed. A
unique cork floor (above) is the finishing touch.
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Project Summary

Location: Toronto

The Project: Install a DRIcore® subfloor system 
to help turn a cold, dark, damp,
60-year-old basement into a warm 
and welcoming family room.

Finished Floor Materials: Cork

DRIcore Installation Cost: DRIcore panels $1,100 ($885 US)
and $1,200 ($965 US) for installation.

Impact on Total Project Cost: Adding the DRIcore subfloor 
accounted for approximately 
7.6% of the total cost of the 
basement remodel, or $3.48 
($2.79 US) of the $45.50 
($37.00 US) per square foot cost.

All costs are approximate.

For the Home Depot® or Home Hardware® Building Centre nearest you,
visit www.dricore.com, email help@dricore.com,

or call 866-976-6374 (9a-5p ET).

This classic bungalow façade hides a newly 
remodeled contemporary interior that includes a

basement family room made warm and comfortable
with a DRIcore subfloor.

Canadian Patent No. 2,315,462.  United States Patent No. 6,918,215.  
Patents Pending including, but not limited to, Europe and Australia.
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